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Support from World Renowned Historian  

Terry Charman is the Senior Historian at the Imperial War Museum in London (http://www.iwm.org.uk). He 
has written several books and has acted as historical adviser on such film productions as Schindlerôs List 
and Vera Drake and on television productions such as Foyleôs War. He appears in television and radio 
documentaries frequently. Amongst his many achievements, is the construction of the Holocaust Exhibition 
at the IWM in London, which, for those who have seen it, must remain one of the most informative, moving 
and powerful museum exhibitions in the world. 

It is with great pleasure therefore I can announce that one so eminent in his field as Terry, has kindly sent 
his best wishes and support for our screening of the German film, Sophie Scholl - The Final Days (cert. 
PG), to be screened on 3rd September, which is, co-incidentally, the day war was declared in 1939. 

The film tells, theatrically, of the arrest and trial in 1943 of Sophie Scholl, her brother Hans and their friends 
and associates in their anti-Nazi movement known as The White Rose. These people were young Germans 
(Sophie was a teenager), some of them soldiers, who became disgusted with the Nazi regime, its conduct 
and goals and tried to usurp it through the distribution of leaflets denouncing their rulers.  

When the film was released in 2005, it was screened in London at the Institute of Contemporary Art, where 
Terry introduced it to the audience with a short lecture, putting the history in context. He has kindly provided 
us with a copy of his lecture and authorised us to publish it on our website. We hope you 
will find it interesting. Please note that it does deal with the entire story and so if you do not 
want to know the ending, you would be best to read the lecture after seeing the film. 

Sophie Scholl is a powerful and moving story full of drama and suspense and perhaps 
above all, according to Terry, is historically accurate. It is screened by this club by special 
arrangement with the distributor. 

 

You may find the following websites of interest: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Rose 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1325540 

http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate-uk/tag/terry-charman 

 

Terryôs lecture can be found on the pages that follow. 

 

 

Special Edition 

Hans and Sophie Scholl in life  
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The Scholl siblings with 

Christoph Probst  


