Brampton Film Club

ews cCIlifl$

NUMBER 40 AUGUST 2011

Special Edition

Support from World Renowned Historian

Terry Charman is the Senior Historian at the Imperial War Museum in London (http://www.iwm.org.uk). He
has written several books and has acted as historical adviser on such film productionsasSc hi nd |l er
and Vera Drake and on television productions suchas F o y | e & lde apyaars in television and radio
documentaries frequently. Amongst his many achievements, is the construction of the Holocaust Exhibition
at the IWM in London, which, for those who have seen it, must remain one of the most informative, moving
and powerful museum exhibitions in the world.

It is with great pleasure therefore | can announce that one so eminent in his field as Terry, has kindly sent
his best wishes and support for our screening of the German film, Sophie Scholl - The Final Days (cert.
PG), to be screened on 3rd September, which is, co-incidentally, the day war was declared in 1939.

The film tells, theatrically, of the arrest and trial in 1943 of Sophie Scholl, her brother Hans and their friends
and associates in their anti-Nazi movement known as The White Rose. These people were young Germans
(Sophie was a teenager), some of them soldiers, who became disgusted with the Nazi regime, its conduct
and goals and tried to usurp it through the distribution of leaflets denouncing their rulers.

When the film was released in 2005, it was screened in London at the Institute of Contemporary Art, where
Terry introduced it to the audience with a short lecture, putting the history in context. He has kindly provided
us with a copy of his lecture and authorised us to publish it on our website. We hope you
will find it interesting. Please note that it does deal with the entire story and so if you do not
want to know the ending, you would be best to read the lecture after seeing the film.

Sophie Scholl is a powerful and moving story full of drama and suspense and perhaps
above all, according to Terry, is historically accurate. It is screened by this club by special
arrangement with the distributor.
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You may find the following websites of interest:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White Rose
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1325540
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate-uk/tag/terry-charman
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THE WHITE ROSE : Hans and Sophie Scholl and the IMPE RI AL WAR

‘White Rose Resistance Group, 1941-1943.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.

In the city of Munich , which the Nazis dubbed “The Capital
of the Movement”” and where Hitler staged his abortive
Beer Hall “Putsch’ exactly eighty-two years ago tonight, the
main square outside the University is today called
“Geschwister-Scholl Platz”’—*“Brother and Sister Scholl
Square’ The name commemorates Hans and Sophie Scholl M US E U M
who were judicially murdered by the Nazis on 22 February

1943, and whose last five days are the subject of this

excellent, historically accurate and most moving film which
we are to see this evening.

In common with hundreds of thousands of other young
Germans, both Hans, then aged fifteen and Sophie, twelve,
had initially greeted Hitler’s coming to power on 30 January
1933 with enthusiasm. Both joined Nazi youth organizations,
despite the disapproval of their liberal —minded father
Robert,( whom himself was to be imprisoned by the Nazis),
and who asked of them, “Do you know where it’s all going
to end?”’

In fact, their disillusionment set in very quickly. Both
brother and sister, but especially Hans, chafed at the petty
rules and regulations and restrictive atmosphere of the
Hitler Youth and the League of German Maidens. And
Sophie was greatly disturbed by the Nazis’ anti-Semitism
and the ostracizing of her Jewish school friends.
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For Hans, the break came in September 1936 at the annual
Nazi Party Rally at Nuremberg. At the Rally he had been
chosen to carry the city of Ulm’s Hitler Youth standard,
which was considered to be a great honour, but he came
back from Nuremberg almost totally disillusioned with the
Nazi regime. It was at the Rally that Hans really began to
deplore the endless, mindless military style drill, the
unreasoning race hate speeches, and the Nazis’ vulgarity
and their inherent banality of evil .

Turning away from the Hitler Youth, Hans now developed
an interest in an entirely different kind of youth group,-the
DJ.1.11, so —called because it had been established as
Deutsche Jugend on 1 November 1929. The Deutsche
Jugend, as with all other youth organisations apart from the
Hitler Youth, was now illegal, but continued to exist
underground. In spirit it went back to the carefree,
cosmopolitan days of the Weimar Republic, and its members
organized hitch- hiking trips north to Sweden and Finland,
and south to Sicily. DJ members, like Hans, read books by
authors that the Nazis had banned our burnt like Erich
Maria Remarque’s “ All Quiet On The Western Front”.
They also enjoyed music frowned upon by the Nazis,like jazz
and swing and, in Hans’s case, international folk music.

But in November 1937, the Gestapo pounced and Hans, who
by this time was doing his military service in the Wehrmacht
was detained and interrogated about the activities of the
group for five weeks, but was released after the intervention
of his commanding officer. Sophie too was briefly detained
by the Gestapo as were their sister Inge and brother Werner
who was to die on the Russian front aged 21.

With the outbreak of war in September 1939, Hans went
back into the army, and served with a field hospital during
the French campaign in May and June 1940. That same




year, Sophie matriculated from school and took a one year
course in kindergarten supervision which was extended by
another year as part of compulsory war work. It was thus
only in May 1942 that she was able to leave Ulm and join
Hans as a student at Munich University.

Already though, she had made no secret of her detestation of
the Nazi regime and her fervent desire that Germany should
lose the war. In December 1941, with the German advance
in Russia halted and the severe winter setting in, Dr
Goebbels had organized a nationwide collection of warm
clothing for the troops on the Eastern Front. Sophie told
Fritz Hartnagel, a soldier friend:

“We’re not giving anything.”
Hartnagel recalled,

¢ I had just got back from the Russian front....I tried to
describe to her how conditions were for the men. With no
gloves, pullovers or warm socks. She stuck to her viewpoint
relentlessly and justified it by saying:

It doesn’t matter if it’s German soldiers who are freezing to
death or Russians, the case is equally terrible. But we must
lose the war. If we contribute warm clothes, we’ll be
extending it.”

These views were shared to the full by her brother Hans and
his circle of friends at Munich University, fellow medical
student soldiers Willi Graf, Christoph Probst and Alexander
Schmorrell and by Professor Kurt Huber, the group’s
mentor.

By the time Sophie arrived in Munich, Hans and his friends
had read the sermons of the Roman Catholic Archbishop
Cardinal of Munster Clemens von Galen, who was beatified

The Scholl siblings with
Christoph Probst



