
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Member, 

Just to keep you up to date with committee progress, following my request in last  

month’s News Clips for new members to join the committee, there has been an overwhelming lack of response. 
 

Moving on… 

 

The film Couscous, screened in January, enticed an audience of 90 who, at the end of their two and a half hour 
interlude with the story’s characters, were left divided as to whether they had liked the film or not. Clearly, from 

the number attending, many people would have read about the film and were cognisant of its critical acclaim but 

either way, disappointed or totally satisfied, you can’t have an informed opinion unless you’ve seen it and it was one to 

see. 

 

Last night, 21 February, 51 members and guests watched the acclaimed comedy thriller In Bruges, with its risqué, 
award-winning screenplay. I am pleased that a number of members took heed of the warnings we published about the 

dialogue in this movie, which left an audience fully aware of what to expect. At the end, the feedback I received was 

that most had thoroughly enjoyed the absurdity of the story, whilst appreciating the underlying theme of a certain 

perverse morality. They accepted the film for what it is and had fun watching it. We even had two people in the 

audience from Australia, so it’s now the (almost) International Brampton Film Club!  
 

We have just taken delivery of a replacement DVD player, which it is hoped will eliminate the problems we have 

experienced over recent months, with some DVD formats not being recognised by the player we had. The new player 

is programmed to recognise a wide range of formats and was first used with the film In Bruges with no problem. The 

new player has cost the club nothing, as our supplier has provided the equipment free of charge under the terms of 

our contract. 

 

Still on the subject of equipment, many of you will know how we have only recently discovered that the hearing loop 

at Brampton Community Centre is not compatible with our sound system. The Community Centre is apparently unable 

to cover the cost of making it so and the club’s committee is reluctant to pay, to enhance the facilities of the 

Community Centre whilst its future is still undecided. We are therefore exploring the acquisition of a portable loop 

system, to work with the club’s equipment at any venue. Such equipment is available but it will cost about £2000. We 

can afford to pay a proportion of that cost but not all of it and so we have already started researching grant aid to 

help with the purchase. In the meantime, we will do our best to help the hard of hearing still enjoy our films and we 

give you our assurance that we are on the case and will get it resolved as soon as possible.  
 

Next film? Caramel (also known as Sukkar Banat) certificate PG. This charming film, set in Beirut, is not about 

sweets. Oh no! This is the type of caramel that ladies (and perhaps some men), have smeared over their legs, only to 

have it ripped off in order to remove unwanted hair – ouch! There’s more to it of course, with the story centred on a 

ladies beauty salon, it follows the lives of the owner and some of her friends and customers, in a society where 

women do not enjoy the same freedoms as men. The writer and director, Nadine Labaki, also stars in the movie (sorry 
Michelle Pfieffer but Nadine is my new pin-up). It will make you laugh, chuckle and perhaps shed a tear with its simple 

story and wonderful, sumptuous colour. I think it’s a film you will be pleased to have seen.   
 

Best wishes as always and see you at the movies, 
 
  
Eric  
 
22 February 2009 
 
PS – Tell your friends and neighbours about the club – we still need new members. 
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