
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Member, 

 
Please don’t forget that our next film will be shown this coming Saturday 25 April, when you will be able to see 
the comedy romance, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day (cert. PG). Doors open at 6.45 pm. It’s bring-a-friend 
weekend, so bring someone along to enjoy the film and encourage them to join but above all, please bring 
yourselves. 
 
Our film on 16 May 2009, The Conformist, is generally regarded as certificate 15, although some websites 
show it as certificate 18, whilst others refer to it as ‘tbc’ (to be certified). Why the confusion? It may be because 
this film, made in 1970 by the noted and highly acclaimed Italian director Bernardo Bertolucci, has not been 
on general release since that period. Don’t let that put you off though because this is a deep and thought 
provoking, dramatic thriller set before World War II and examines issues that are taboos even today. I believe 
this film can still shock 39 years after it was made. It is noted for its sumptuous, artistic sets and costumes and 
tells the story of a man desperate to fit in with those whom he regards as important; who just happen to be 
Italian fascists and want him to assassinate someone. Some say this is Bertolucci’s masterpiece and it 
certainly is, I think, a work of art…with a dagger running through it. 
 
With The Conformist, you are being treated to a bit of an exclusive because I don’t think you’ll find this film 
available to a paying audience elsewhere in the UK. The British Film Institute (a great place to visit, when you’re 
in London) screened this movie last year but when I asked for access to it, I was told there are actually no 
screening rights for the film in the U.K., other than those they had arranged. Undeterred, I contacted United 
International Pictures who hold the rights and they have agreed a special licence for this film club, being 
arranged through Filmbank, their distributing company. So, this is something of a special event and I do hope 
you will come along to the movie – it may be your only chance ever to see it. 
 
We are progressing with our project to acquire an efficient and portable hearing loop system, so as to 
enhance the movie experience for those members with hearing difficulties. We have determined what is needed 
and established at least two funding groups, who have indicated that our project is of the type they would 
consider funding. We now have to prepared detailed applications but before doing so, we need a little help from 
you. We need to know how many of our members have hearing difficulties and so would benefit from the loop 
system being installed. I do realise that for some this will be a sensitive issue but please be assured, your 
committee will treat any information you offer in the strictest confidence. If you have hearing difficulties, or know 
a member who does but is not on email, please let us know. An email will be fine or you can ring me on 016977 
42992. We will not divulge names or details in any application; we simply need to know how many people will 
benefit from the installation of a hearing loop. Thank you in anticipation of your help and support. 
 
Our member’s free event will go ahead on Saturday 27 June 2009, starting at 5.00 pm with a buffet meal and 
drinks, followed by the film Slumdog Millionaire (cert. 15). We do ask those intending to come, to obtain a 
ticket from the committee by 20 June. We are asking for a £5 deposit, which will be returned to you when you 
attend the event. The deposit is an indication of commitment and will allow us to determine how many we need 
to cater for without wasting food or funds. New members can join on the night at the reduced, half yearly rate. 
Members can bring their personal guests at a charge of £5 each. Please let us know if you intend bring guests. 
 
There will be a lot to do for that event, so if you are able to offer help on the day please let me know as soon as 
possible. Thank you to those who have already volunteered. 
 
Our list of films for the period July to December 2009 has been determined and will be published soon.  
 
Very best wishes. See you at the movies. 
Eric 
 
22 April 2009 

 
PS. Read more about Brampton Film Club at www.newsandstar.co.uk/home/2.1962?Field_text=brampton+film+club&x=12&y=8     
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