
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was there with Tim Booth our treasurer and our film club ‘treasure’, Billy Watson. We had travelled to Sheffield in the 
early hours and spent the day in ‘workshops’ dealing with issues facing film clubs across the UK. We then watch a film 
made by British writer and director Jan Dunn, who was there and hosted a question and answer session. She was great 
and so was her film The Calling, which she must now fight to get released commercially – it’s not as easy as we might 
think. We wish her well. 
 
Then it was off to the gala type meal and awards ceremony. It was not quite Hollywood but probably much nicer. We were 
able to talk with other film club organisers and the passion and commitment these people have for their clubs and films 
was wonderfully evident. One man I spoke to from Edinburgh has been involved with his club for 27 years! Passion and 
commitment makes success. 
 
The Vice President of the BFFS gave a speech, in which he mentioned how pleased he was with the responses and 
efforts still being made across the UK by people starting film clubs and bringing movies to their communities. He made 
special mention of Brampton in his speech, so you can imagine, we three from Brampton were by now almost wetting 
ourselves – could it be us?  
 
The final contenders in our category came down to three – Chudleigh Film Society, Bude Community Cinema and us. 
There were three awards in the category – Commendation, Distinction and Winner. As the Chair of the BFFS, Mrs Donna 
Anton, read out the results, we ticked off commendation, then distinction so that meant, even before they told us, we knew 
we had won!!! Wow, I wish you could all have been there it was great. I went up to say a few words. We received a very 
nice certificate, a bottle of Champagne, which we’ll raffle and I got a kiss from a very nice blonde lady from the Motion 
Picture Licencing Company (MPLC), which had sponsored the event. We got home, here in Brampton, just after 1.00 a.m. 
A long but excellent day. 
 
But that’s not the end; it is perhaps only the beginning (someone else said something like that once didn’t they?).  
Sometimes, when a ‘high’ is reached it can be very easy to become complacent and then coast, before standards drop 
away. That won’t happen with this club provided we maintain our support, our enthusiasm and give commitment to what 
is, now officially, a very good club to belong to. Congratulations to all members for what is, a superb achievement.  
 
Now more news – Keep your eyes open in the square at Brampton because you’ll get to see the new banner we have 
acquired promoting the film club to the public. We still need people to join and we hope this banner will reach, at least 
some of those people who may still not have heard of us. Oh yes, they’re out there you know and it’s up to all of us to try 
and encourage people to join. 
 
On 21 November 2009, members are again invited to a free event, to enjoy a cheese and wine buffet a bumper raffle 
and possibly a quiz, if I can make the time to design it. Oh yes, and a film of course. Designed as a seasonal get together 
for members, the evening also provides the opportunity to pay your subscriptions for 2010. As with last year, any member 
rejoining during the two weeks leading up to the event will receive a 20% reduction on the annual membership fee, which 
is being retained at 2007 levels for another year! Renew membership between 7 and 21 November inclusive, to receive 
the discount. New members joining at the event, will be asked to pay the usual annual subscription i.e. £10 (£5 
concessions) but will then be allowed into the event free. New season tickets will also be on sale. 
 
On 19 December 2009, the club will facilitate a screening of the ever-popular classic It’s a Wonderful Life starring film 
legend James Stewart. St. Martin’s Church is sponsoring the event as a means to raise much-needed funds. The film 
selected may be well known but that’s part of its charm and however many times you’ve seen it, I’ll bet you haven’t 
watched it as part of a large audience for years. Audience participation can really bring something extra special to a film, 
so do come along and enjoy this great movie with your friends, just before Christmas.  
 
The next film is The Reader (cert. 15) on 10 October 2009. This is a good one – come early, as seats will be in demand. 
 
Very best wishes. See you at the movies. 
Eric 
21 September 2009 

 
PS. Read more about Brampton Film Club at  www.newsandstar.co.uk/home/2.1962?Field_text=brampton+film+club&x=12&y=8   
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Dear Members, 
It gives me enormous pleasure to formerly announce, that at the 40th Awards Ceremony of 
the British Federation of Film Societies (www.bffs.org.uk) on 19 September 2009, your film 
club was judged to be the Best New Film Society 2009. 
 
The ceremony was held at the Winter Gardens and Millennium Galleries in Sheffield and 
after a great meal, those of us representing you held our breath in anticipation. 


